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RUSH OF WAR-LI-
KE

PRFPARATIONS

Gathering of British Emer-

gency Squadron.At oSook Sunday
SUPPOSED SPY TAKENfter
WAR SHU'S TAKINC o. TllhlU

FI LL STOULS.

KXA. fiBCM ,,0S BOB SIGNAL ScfVIC: MLN ORDERED HOME
K a w t a JI5V L M"A i no y cy

Explosion Believed to be Due to a Leaking Gas
Meter-- Loss is Over a Million Dollars In-Ma- ny

Valuable Books The Havoc otciudmg

Somthi.--g x ordinary, it 's Declire, Seerrs

to havK Happened, and a Crisis Seems

pproich'rg. New Frerch

Cabinet Constilu'.ed.

Loudon, October 1st. -- There was an
unexpe. ted gloomy feeling this morning
on the Stock Exchange and the Paris
lloiirse. both these markets being influ-

enced, it is inferred, by the aggressi.
tone of some of the French papers. Re-

sides this, something extraordinary seems
to have happened, and it looks as if a
crisis wen- - approaching. The Ilritis'i na-

val preparations are certainly being push-
ed with great activity. The Rritish emer-
gency squadron is gathering at Daven-
port with all possible speed. Seven bat-

tleships and one cruiser have been thus
far designated to join this squadron. ( '

licers and sailors have been hurriellv re-

called from leave of absence, and s.vera!
battleships and cruisers at Portsmouth,
are taking their full stoics fin board, au

xplosion and Flames Previous Fires at
the Capitol Firemen Stunned by a Second

xplosion.
Wellington. I). C Nov. !. (Special.) the basement there was a roaring vol-I.i- k.

C;,,1, flames. which leaped through thethe eruption of a volcano came an
concussion on the walls. Part of the
cement was torn and the walls were
cracked. Lieutenant Robert L. Ackers,
ol the Capitol Police, said that he wa
sitting in his chair in an adjoining room
when the explosion occurred. It hap

n in the Capitol building this
r ami until extras were issued

great orifice in the main corridor of the
building at the basement floor. This
seemed to lie fed by gas, for though it

i other like preparations are being mad''.
A number of signal men, now on duty

I in the Rritish Channel squadron, which
(arrived at Oibraltar this morning, have
j been ordered home for services, it is pre-- !

sumed, on board the auxiliary cruisers, ifpened at oil'O. he said. The explosio
knocked him out of his chair, and an In

rushed out he saw the demolition h:

is the loser to the amount of more than
a million dollars, besides the invaluable
Law Library of the Supreme Court,
the equal of which is not to be found in
the world.

The story of the fire and the demoli-
tion of a pru t ion of the grainiest build-

ing owned, by. the United. States., should
be an interesting one.

THE HAVOC AVItOUOHT.

Flames and destruction know no scnti
ment. and the historic old Suprem
Court chamber, which has been th
meeting place of the most eminent pro

Jhe rotunda and hi. the,, entrance way to

hole two foot wide was then made and
the hose inserted. On the outside the
masonry had bulged out in some places
as much as two inches. The flooring in
the vicinity of the explosion was a com-

plete wreck. A door fifty feet from the
gas meter, on the West side, had been
thrown .off its hinges, and flow oven the
parking. Inside the corridor there were?
several places at which 'the masonry had
bulged out .over a foot.

TKEVIOUS FIRES.
The Capitol building has been damage I

a number of times before by fire, but it

the Supreme Court room. Thomas F.
Anierioa, an engineer in the electric
light department of the building, was in

I v :Ur leading morning papers, few peo- -' promptly yielded to the stream of water
would believe the rumor that the turned on it. it would soon break out

pit' 1 was on fire ' a train if the water was taken away. It
The Supreme Court room and the was in one of these outbreaks that the

: 'nuns. inun,edLately ..adjoining .. .on ;. the. fire darted through .the basement floor
main floor of the Capitol were totally an ' attacked the Consultation Chamber
v by fire this evening. The money of the Justices, on the first floor of the.

damage is extensive, but far more thin building. This was discovered by the
'hat will be the loss to the Congressional engineer of the building, who got out
I. aw Library. This Library was located their own hose and extinguished it: not
directly beneath the Supreme Court however, until all the fittings of the
K'i'iin. It contained 1!0.0M) volumes, and room had been destroyed. There is littk
i! value was estimated at over $1.- - reason io believe that any of the o.

A great many of the volumes porta nt documents of the court have been
v.riv destroyed by fire or the floods of njured. The clerk's office was not toueh-"'.;;- ;

poured into the Capitol. led by the explosion or by the flames, and

the sub-baseme- nt of the Senate wing

the latter should bo required for active
service.

A sensation lias been caused by t he ar-
rest this morning'of a 'supposed Russian
spy at a fort near Harwich. The man
was already under surveillance, and went
to a redoubt, where he tried to obtain
some information from a sentry regard-
ing the fortifications. He was promptly
arrested, and inquiries are being made re-

garding his antecedents. It was also as-

serted to-da- y that, the commanding of-
ficers of the London volunteer regiments
have received orders to prepare for im-

mediate niobili.a t ion. ami if was declared
that the different artillery corps had been

pounders of jurisprudence, went before hs believed that the latest lire wiil prove
them. The upheaval of the explosion, to be the most disastrous in the history
which drove outward and upward every- - f the building. On two occasions priorIJ 1.-.-nung witnm ks scope, brought uestruc-- . to this, tires have originated from explo

when the crash of the explosion shook
the very ground upon which he stood
.Punning rapidly in the direction from
which the report had come. he saw
heavy flagging of the floor ami solid

masonry of the arches of Crypt shat-
tered. From the observations made by
Amercea the explosion took place- in a

small passage way leading to the room
in Avhieh the heating apparatus of the
Supremo Court is located. The elevator
shaft had been wrecked and through
the ceiling above the passage he

At o'clock a heavy explosion, i in that room are all the more valuable sions of gas. Seventeen years ago a

arge amount of damage was done to the

tion and ruin to volumes and statuary,
many of winch can never be replaced.

Arranged on small pidestals around
win, h w;is heard several blocks from the papers of the court. They are not all in

jsame part of the building by an explo- -

the Supreme Court chamber were busts sjon uf this kind, and in 1S75, ther. was
Cipitol. took place, and immediately af- - lire proof safes, however, and it is mere- -

'rw.vrds flames burst from the win- - ly a happy chance that has prevented the
d ws of the Congressional Law Library destruction of irreplaceable documents,
i.i the basement, and a few moments in which the decisions of the first court

;; : from the Supreme Court room. I of the country rest. The ollice of the ' could see the wide gap made
An alarm of fire was turned in. quick-- 1 Marshal of Supreme Court suffered most. ;

i the heavy ceiling by the explosion,
ly followed by a general alarm, and the The floor was completely blown out of Fire had already started, and was lick- -

the woodwork of the elevator shaft.I his room, and the great masses of mason- - inj.li fire departments responded.
e man who first sounded the alarm rv torn from the Moor were hurled with

: Vmercio ran to the main hall and notified

of Chief Justice Marshall and dozena ;m explosion of gas that killed one man
other distinguished representatives of the an,i C!ime m.ar killing another. The
legal profession, who did much toward .seellu of lllis 0Xl,ioS;o Avas jM tie- -

establishing and promulgating the legal liarrow i,an to the north part of the
precedents of the country. In the smoke building, and where the Senate wing ad- -

and ruin which followed the explosion. joills tj10 ln.,in i,uiMn:r. This explosion
these valuable pieces of statuary were iltHl Johu Kin wlo was lu,.,(1 r.,ri.en- -

either partially or wholly destroyed, and or of the llU;idis, ;il,d wfcose body was
with their destruction the country has ,,r.wn ;il.ailt the wall with such force
suffered an irreparable loss. They were J1S t j,1!lVt. au im,)nssi,)U at (hat ,KUlt
valuable beyond all computation in dob wh;,.h Avas )nv obliterated by recon- -

'.ars and cents, and they have been the struetion of the Avail. During the past
treasured exhibits of the Supreme Court summtTj $22.(100 has been expended in
chamber some of them for half a cen- -

renovating and making alterations in the
tury. LYlow the Suiu-em- e Court Cham- -

Supreme Court chamber. The chamber
her is the Law Library, a collection oi 3iad botn ontinIv cleaned an(i painted
73.000 volumes, many of them legal al)1 uow carp(ts va(.vd OI1 t Iio floor.

informed as to the forts on the southern
and eastern coasts to which they have
been allotted.

The Pall Mall Cazet f e this a ftcrnoo.i
says:

"England has been, a ml even n w is so
near war that the Coverninent has

on its preparations to the fai flies'
limit of the preparatory stage. It has
b; en, arranged to call out the ics-m- s
and militia, and to mobilize the volun-
teers simultaneously, and to fo;ii larg;
camps at. various important n'ln.ad junc-
tions, where rolling slock and locom uives
will be concentrated."

THE NEW FRENCH CAIU.NET.
Fan's. October .')1. The new Cabinet.

is constituted as follows;
"M. Lehrat, Minis r of .lu-tii-- ?.

M. Dupuy. Premier and M.ne-rc- r of (he
Interior.

M. DeFreycinet. Minis t of War.
M. Lockroy. Minister Marine.
M. Delcasse. Minister of Foieigr Af-

fairs.
M. Petrayal, Minister of Finance.
M. Leygues. Minister of PubV In-

struction.
M. D loncle. Minister of Commne'ree.
M. ( Jtiilla inc. Minister of tin- - Colonies.
M. Vigor. Minister of Agri id'or .

M. Krantz. Minister of PuMic. Works.

W!.L THE SE'ZE NEW CHIANG

near the Senate wing on the main such force to the ceiling, that they burst Orris Akers, one of the Capitol poljce-- v

't

when the explosion took place. P.y the stone and plaster of the vault above men, who immmediately turned in an

tin,e he reached the Supreme Court hem and tossed the ponderous flagstones j alarm to tire department hondqua iters,
i in an endeavor to locate the fire, of the upper passage many feet from j From that office a general alarm was

corridor were filled with smoke, and heir resting place. Much of the damage sent out, and all the engines and other
vas compelled to seek the fresh air. to walls and ceilings was confined to cor-- ) lire department apparatus of the city re-th- e

time the fire department was at ridors, but the chamber where the Su- -
'
sponded. The East front of the Cai-- k

rigging up ladders it was found preme Court sits was badly wrecked, too. ilol, from the main central stairway to
-- ible to get anywhere- near the Su Along one side of it is the elevator used i small wing, was ablaze when the en-.- e

Court room where the fire seem- - bv the Justices, ami it was through this's'nes arrived. No one was near the

NEW FRENCH AMBASSADOR.
books of rare value, and a large per-

centage of the volumes are of a charac-

ter that cannot be replaced. This collec-

tion of books is estimated to be of the Washing ton. Nov. 2. 'Special I. The
critical sitnntion .f :ift':iir 1 MveTi

' be hottest and smoke and flames
:vd from the windows.
ie fire is believed to have resulted
i a gas explosion, caused by a leak-- 1

t" the meter, right by the elevator
in the corridor leading to the law

: y from the rotunda. Assistant En- -

I'rescott, of the Senate, was seen
was a gas meter, he said, four feet

haft that the flames followed the flying scene of the explosion at the time it oe-roc- ks

and plaster of the explosion, eurrod. This part of the building is vis-Pa- rt

of the floor of the chamber suffer-- Hod but infrequently. The sound of the
ed from the explosion, and the fire do 'explosion was heard distinctly far up in

stroyerl the furnishings of the room. I the city.
The Marshal's office is just to the Thousands heard of the explosion by8

south of the chamber. On the floor be- - o'clock, and congregations leaving' the
low is the consultation chamber, and many churches heard the news and rush-whe- n

Librarian Clark arrived shortly af-e- d to the scene of disaster. The spec-

ter the explosion, he was prepared to' ators were kept in a wide circle about

value of ?1 ,000.000. for such of those France and ( J reat Ilrita in is cxcit ing live-a- s

might be obtainable, but as stated the y inttllvst an)ulll, members of the diplo-intrinsi- c

value of the library is beyond matic corps , and on some of the
estimation. The full extent of the dam- - phases of tin eontroversy their informa-ag- e

tion appears to be niore exact than thatto the Law Library cannot be esti- -

coming from bans and London. I he
mated even in the present condition of despatches to-da- y attached much signif-th- e

rooms. There is another valuable jeance to the absence of Ilaron de Cour-collcctio- n

of books in the consultation eel, the French Ambassador, from Lon- -

Tl

.neter. located below the Supreme
'.amber. Then attendants are in jhave the sittings of the court take place the North portion of the center of the

which m. aini 11 as Ma leo uiai r ranee uoumchamber of the Supreme Court
show her animosity by not continuing ani ... - i x T . . . . . . The roomsalso Funereu great oiwoage. A ..,.,.,,.. n4. t , ,,,,,

comprising the consultation chamber are jhe Journal Otlicial received at the
US L clCl US l IJtlll- V'KimV'l l L uiv. a v. n- - 11 l men."; , ui.il un

Supreme Court room, and here more :MP"iotment of M. Paul Cambon as Am-ry.- ,

bassador to Indon. to succeed I.iron cle
i. lie

in the room until the damage done by building, but they were allowed on the

the fire could be repaired. Fifteen stairway to the North, where a huge
minutes later this consultation chamber crowd gathered. The main centre stair-wa- s

entirely wrecked by fire, which uu-- way was kept free, and the flames which

expoctedly broke out from the main came out of the doors to the rotunda

shaft made by the explosion. The ex- - soon became so thick that no one could

plosion, it appears at this time, took he allowed close by. There was scarcely

place in an engine room in the sub- - any fire visible except the few flames

basement beneath the Law Library, leaping out of the windows. P,y the

and the force was such that it tore up time the crowd had congregated, it was
and without the illuminations ofthe floor of that room, and also par- - dark,

tiallv destroyed the floor of the Supreme' big flames, the working of the fire depart-Cour- t

room. It caused such a break in 'men- - was not easily seen by the specta-th- e

floors that the flames had a clean j tors.
i .!....,ri,t to the roof the Su- - No one who visited the scene will ever

is it of having a gas jet burning in
iii-lor- , so that they may be able
their way through in the morning,
place is very dark. This gas meter

'fe-eo- tt believes, was leaking, and
ignited at the jet. He said that
i finitely ascertained tnat it was

' !" which had exploded. It was'at
'I"-- cd that the boiler connected

apparatus that heats the Su-'"'-

room had exploded. This
' ;; '! in good condition, and there

, boiler in that part of the

:,s Chief Parris reached the

Wei Hai Wei. Nov. L'. -- All the Rriti-i- i
war.-hip-s here, the first-clas- s battleship
Centurion, (he first-chi.st- s cruiser Nar
cissus, the second-clas- s erui.-e-r Her
mioiie. the torpedo boat destroyer Whit
ing. the torpedo boat destroyer F.n.ie,
the torpedo destroyer Handy, and the
first-clas- s rnboat Peacock, have clear-
ed for action and are ready for M-- a at
a:i hour's notice.

The tirst-cias- s battleship Victorious
and the first-clas- s 'Tuiser Fnda un't'-d- .

at Che Foo. are coaling to their fullest
capacity.

The greatest secrecy is maintained as
to the meaning of the,.e warlike prepara-
tions, but there i no doubt important
instructions ;t-- expected at any mo-

ment.
IM'SSIA S PRORA J.LE AIM.

London. Nov. 'J. The dispatch from
Wei Hai Wei announcing the war pn-p-arat-

Hi-- ; of the Rriri-- h naval authorities
there, js regarded here as being of grave
importance, coupled with the French
Anglo war preparations. It is surmised
that Russia. profiting by the present
strained relations between Croat Rritain
and F rar.ee. has decided to push forward
her aims in the Far East by forcibly
seizing the valuable treaty port of New
Chwang, whi h Croat Rritaiu cannot
permit, it is said.

PREPAIiED TO FJOIIT.
Wei Hai Wei. Nov. V,. All the Rritish

warships here are now fully coaled.
Their woodwork has been removed and
they are completely prepared for

rooms nearest the Supreme Court tember 21 sr. M. Cambon is a brother of
chamber were damaged to the greatest M. Jules Cambon. the French Ambassa- -

evtent Thcv were situated almost di- - ,ior h('n- - Avbo was 'nspicous in the
, . peace negotiations between this Covern- -

reetly over the spot where the expmsion ment s ain H h;(s Alllljassa.
occurred, and the flames had soon dor at Constantinople, aiul is now on his

spread to all sides. The two adjoining way from that jKiint to Ivondon.

rooms were immediately closed from the At the letding embassies here there b
little idea that the r ashoda alfair will

first, and save for smoke and what water
1( wai .lIthouh thon is vt.ry en.

found its way into these rooms the trai opinion that the Egyptian quos-dama- ge

is but slight. tion in general may lead to a conflict in
'which other European countries than

THE WORK OF THE FIREMEN.
, FraiK,, and ( ;reat Britain may take parr.

During the tire at the Capitol to-nigh- t.
I

THEY WILL KEEP THE PEACE.the firemen, in their efforts to get into

I 1111 I 1 C " " ' -

- ,i i i ri'i.- ,,,,1 that holders be erected preme Court room. The fire spread torget tne picuue pu-scnte-

the windows. Six streams of rapidly and it was but a few minutes; tiful marble and stone structure
forth volumes of smoke To-nig- ht

turned into the Cap- - before the Law Library and the Su-in- g

' I the thousands who watchedamongwasflames were a mass ofat that time were nronm Court room j

the heroic, won; of W ash.ngton s i.re-th- e

!,. basement windows and flames. Some of the watchmen found
m0..i , .

i . i. ow, v.;n;n.r ntmos ; men and later went into the building the eorridor with their hose, proceeded
An Arrangement Satisfactory to llothW oi me second noor. men way imouu no-- .

' " Vn t'e crashed outward with
!

piiere to the basement floor, where th to break a hole through the masonry.
While they were thus at work, there was Pirtics on the Fashoda Question.

New York, Nov. '.). The Eondon cor- -
t occurred.niemen went to work exn osioii a second upheaval, caused, it is believed

The work of the Supreme Court will

not be delayed a day. it is thought, but

it will be many months before the man-

gled portion of the building can be recon-sturcte- d.

No life was lost, but the government

bv the further accumulations of gas, and
'

respondent of the Evening Post cables
thai n general and satisfactory arraege- -

some of the l.remen were stunned. It was -

m bpfin reachi;il bt.t WCiMl

at first thought that they were injured, ! iuitain and France on the Fashodn
but all of them quickly recovered. A question.

"win- - to the fact that the j When the scene of the explosion wa.

"" 1'tiilding are of masonry, J reached it was found that a wooden trap
""thing but the wood work ' dour had been torn off by the explosion

1!" fittings to feed on, and was
1

and around the entrance to the elevato
Ul-i-- in the upper floors. In' shaft were several marks of a violen


